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Toxic Words Over Algae

Article questions

1. Where does Dr. JoAnn Burkholder work?

2. What is the controversy?

3. What is pfiesteria?

4. What are the dangers according to Burkholder?
5. What universities support Burkholder?

6. What book was written about Burkholder?

7. What is your view?
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Biologist defends
her pfiesteria work

By CATHERINE CLABBY
STAFF WRITER
The first assault came in June.
A small journal published word
that North Carolina scientist
JoAnn Burkholder misjudged pfi-
esteria, the toxic marine algae
that threatened the Eastern

Seaboard five years ago.

In August,
two papers in
big-gun publi-
cations said
some scientists
were conclud-
ing that pfieste-
ria may pose no
risk to people.

And the

JoAnn woman the
Burkholder world looks to
rebuffs as the expert
skeptics’ e th]e cg‘ne W{;O
itie attled to be
criticisms. taken serioily
— decided she was under attack
again.
Now she is fighting back.
“I see this as an attack on one
lab in particular,” said Burkholder,

an N.C. State University scientist
and co-discoverer of pfiesteria.
“They talk about ‘the Burkholder
group, even though there are mul-
tiple labs conducting this science.”

In the mid-1990s, Burkholder
angered state health experts, fish-
ermen and farmers with claims
that pfiesteria (fis-tear-ee-ah)
blooms posed an environmental
and human health threat in North
Carolina coastal waters. She said
pollution from human sewage and
hog waste encouraged pfiesteria’s
fish-killing activity.

When fishermen and boaters
fell sick with memory problems
and other ailments during a 1997
pfiesteria outbreak in Maryland,
the algae became a national re-
search priority. North Carolina
officials apologized that state em-
ployees had “disparaged”
Burkholder’s work, and the leg-
islature ponied up money for a
well-appointed lab.

Nationally, environmentalists
heralded her as a hero. Now the

SEE PFIESTERIA, PAGE 8A
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